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Youth 
coalition 
focuses on 
anxiety, 
substance use 
prevention 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— During the pandemic, the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Partners 
for Youth 
coalition 
has focused 
on creating 
a number 
of programs 
to address 
youth anxi- 
ety and sub- 
Stance use 
prevention 
— both of 
which have increased across the 
country over the past year. 

And the coalition’s new co- 
ordinator, Jenna Swotchak, who 
was hired in November, said she 
hopes to make a difference in 
the lives of the district’s youths 
through her educational back- 
ground in public administration 
and work in substance misuse 
prevention in the Greater Spring- 
field area. 

“Substance abuse can af- 
fect anyone in any community,” 
Swotchak said. “These resources 
are for everyone, really.” 

In 2014, the coalition re- 
ceived its first federal Drug-Free 
Communities grant, allowing it 
to begin its work. The organiza- 
tion’s programming and resourc- 
es have expanded in scope and 
size since then. 

The coalition also aims to 
teach healthy coping mecha- 
nisms and provide resources for 
all of the district’s students, di- 
rector Gina Kahn said. 

“Without healthy resources, 
it can lead to health complica- 
tions later on, including addic- 
tion,’ Kahn said. 

To that end, the coalition has 
seen progress; the group con- 
ducts an annual youth risk survey 
and has seen a steady reduction 
in youth substance use over the 
last eight years or so, Kahn said. 

“We will be interested to see 
what happens after this year,’ 
Kahn added. 

Overall, Kahn said she’s no- 


Jenna Swotchak 


Please see YOUTH, page 7 
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Wilbraham Friends of the Library has been holding a holiday photo share and asking for 
submitted photos, which are also posted on the WFOL’s Facebook page. Photo submitted by Phyllis Ervin. 











Open Meeting Law complaint filed 
against Wilbraham Selectmen 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM - An Open 
Meeting Law violation com- 
plaint has been filed against 
the Wilbraham Board of Se- 
lectmen, following a letter the 
board wrote to Governor Bak- 
er last month that decried cer- 
tain orders issued by Baker’s 
administration. 

The complaint alleged that 
the board didn’t provide suf- 
ficient notice for the agenda 
item, since it was one of sever- 
al items that were added to the 
agenda at 2 p.m. on the same 
day as the meeting. 

The complaint also said the 
board should have sought the 
public’s input before sending 
the letter, Town Administrator 
Nick Breault told the board 
during its Dec. 14 meeting. 

“Td submit to the Board of 
Selectmen that with respect to 
the complaint about a violation 
occurring because the agenda 
was reposted on that Monday, 
that is not a violation,’ Breault 
said. 

The original agenda was 
published on the town’s web- 
site the Thursday before the 
meeting and it’s common prac- 
tice for the board to republish 
an agenda on the same day as 


the meeting while highlighting 
items that have been added, 
Breault said. 

“There’s an assertion of 
whether or not this could have 
reasonably been known to be 
going on (the agenda), and if 
that’s the case, that’s a slightly 
different complaint,’ he said. 
“But it was the board’s intent 
to notify the public.” 

With regard to the assertion 
that the board ought to have 
sought public input for the let- 
ter, Breault said he hasn’t seen 
or experienced anything that 
would require the board to so- 
licit public input. 

However, Breault said the 
board has a citizen’s open fo- 
rum on every agenda, when 
the public is allowed to speak 
on any topic they’d like, in- 
cluding agenda items. 

The letter the board dis- 
cussed and sent after its Nov. 
16 meeting asked the gover- 
nor to repeal or reconsider a 
number of emergency orders 
issued last month including 
the curfew, the 9:30 p.m. clos- 
ing time for restaurants and 
certain businesses, and the 
maximum amount of people 
allowed in a private residence. 

On Monday, the board 
unanimously voted to allow 
Breault and Selectmen Chair 
Bob Russell to draft a response 


to the complaint on behalf of 
the board, stating they don’t 
believe an Open Meeting Law 
violation occurred. 

At the end of Monday 
night’s meeting, audience 
member Matt Villamaino 
asked the board if citizens can 
ask the board questions while 
items are being discussed, 
rather than solely during the 
time allotted for citizen’s open 
forum. 

The citizen’s open forum 
is often scheduled to happen 
partway through the meeting, 
before other agenda items that 
could be of particular interest, 
for instance. 

“We’re pretty lenient in 
terms of letting people speak 
when they’ve got something 
on their mind,’ Russell said. 
“It’s always been my experi- 
ence on this board that when 
someone wants to speak, they 
can be recognized.” 

Boilard said the Wilbra- 
ham Selectmen does more 
than is required of such boards 
by holding a citizen’s open fo- 
rum at all, since some boards 
of selectmen don’t offer that 
time for citizens. 

“Tt’s always best to (make 
comments) in citizen’s open 
forum so we can keep our 


Please see MEETING, page 5 








Hampden 

to receive 
$100k from 
Gaming 
Commission 
— four years 
late 


In a galle, the town was 
never notified about the 
funds 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -—_ Christmas 
has arrived early in the town 
of Hampden. Municipal offi- 
cials were recently notified that 
Hampden will receive an unex- 
pected sum of $100,000 from the 
Massachusetts Gaming Commis- 
sion, resulting from the opening 
of the MGM Springfield casino 
in 2017. 

“We have $100,000 from the 
(Community Mitigation Fund) 
that we are eligible to spend by 
December 31°, 2021,” said Se- 
lectboard Chair Donald Daven- 
port during the board’s Dec. 14 
meeting. 

The money must be spent on 
improving infrastructure that is 
directly impacted by individuals 
traveling to or from the Spring- 
field casino. 

The only problem? The mon- 
ey should have reached Hamp- 
den four years ago. 

“Back in 2015 or 2016, the 
then-Board of Selectmen went to 
the Massachusetts Gaming Com- 
mission to seek mitigation funds 
for the new casino that was built 
in Springfield,’ said Davenport, 
noting that the town was initially 
told it was ineligible for such fi- 
nancial assistance. 

“Four years later, we re- 
ceived a phone call from the 
Gaming Commission, asking 
what we were going to do with 
the $100,000 that they gave us in 
2016 and how we intend to spend 
it. We said, ‘What?’ Apparently, 
they neglected to send us a letter 
or notify us. It never got here,” 
said Davenport. 

The Selectboard’s sentiment 
was along the lines of ‘better late 
than never.’ 

John Flynn, a Selectboard 
member who served in the same 
capacity four years ago, recom- 
mended that the funds be used 
on the implementation of a 
much-needed crosswalk. 

“Any mitigation funds have 
to be spent on the impacted ar- 
eas. I suggested to the board that 
this could be an opportunity to 
pay for that crossing at Centen- 
nial Commons because it is in 
that travel route. It would be only 
right that the casino should pay 


Please see HAMPDEN, page 7 
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BH NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Hampden Senior Center upcoming events 


Friends of Hampden Seniors Fund- 
raiser — Now through Dec. 31, purchase 
a $10 lottery calendar and win cash or gift 
cards! For each day of January 2021, one 
lucky winner will be drawn and you can 
win more than once! The calendars can be 
mailed to you once payment is received 
or you can pick up at the Hampden Sr. 
Center. Call 566-5588 to arrange a pickup 
time or for more information. 


are welcome to Drive Up & Take Away a 
Free Slice of Pie! (Snow Date: Jan. 21 at 
1 p.m.). 


Exercising with YMCA on Zom — If 
you are interested and would like more 
details, please call Hampden Senior Cen- 
ter at (413) 566-5588. Cost is $2 per class. 
You will need a computer/laptop/tablet, 
internet access and an email. 


Hot Cocoa Day — Wednesday, Jan. 13 
at 1 p.m. — Drive Up & Take Away A Free 
Hot Cocoa — We invite all Hampden Fam- 
ilies to bring the kids! (Snow date: Thurs- 
day, Jan. 14 at | p.m). 


Sand for Hampden Seniors — The fire 
department will deliver a FREE five-gal- 
lon bucket of sand to your home for the 
winter weather. You must be over the age 
of 60 living in Hampden. Call (413) 566- 
5588 and leave your name, address, phone 
number and location on property where 
you would like the bucket dropped off. 


National Pie Day for Seniors — 
Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 1 p.m. — All Seniors 





Wilbraham Tree 
Lighting canceled, 
but tree will still 
shine 


WILBRAHAM - The Annual 
Wilbraham Holiday Tree Lighting 
ceremony usually held by the Rotary 
Club this weekend in Gazebo Park 
will not be held this year, due to the 
Governor’s restrictions on gatherings 
because of COVID-19. 

However, the Rotary Club has dec- 
orated the Town Christmas Tree and 
Gazebo and they will be lit every night 
until the end of the season. 


Real Living Realty 
to hold 5“ annual 
Christmas Drive on 
Saturday 


WILBRAHAM - Real Living Realty 
Professionals will be holding its fifth-an- 
nual charity Christmas Drive this Saturday. 

Real Living Realty is asking those in- 
terested to bring donations such as new 
coats, hats and gloves to the Real Living 
parking lot, located at 2040 Boston Rd. in 
Wilbraham, from 12 — 2 p.m. on Dec. 19. 

Realtors Chet, Amal, and Anthony Ar- 
dolino will be present for the drive-through 
holiday charity event, which benefits the 
YWCA Women and Children’s Center. 





Seasons Greelings 
KINDLY NOTE QUR HOLIDAY HOURS 
CHRISTMAS 


FRIDAY [2/25 & 
SATURDAY 12/26 


CLOSED 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 31 * 
OPEN UNTIL 4PM 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 24" 
OPEN UNTIL I2PM 


FRIDAY 
JANUARY | * 
CLOSED 
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St. Mary’s to hold Christmas Eve 


service outdoors 


The church is also thanking 
supporters for Christina’s 
House contributions 


HAMPDEN -— St. Mary’s Church in 
Hampden recently completed a fundraiser 
to support Christina’s House in Spring- 
field, raising $6,000 to pay for the replace- 
ment railings required to be updated in 
their newly dedicated home. 

Christina’s House supports women and 
children in transition. St. Mary’s wishes to 
thank its members and community folk 
who helped the congregation to reach its 
goal in two months. 

For Christmas, St. Mary’s is collecting 
gifts to support MaryAnne’s Kids. 

“For a small congregation, we have 


mighty big hearts,’ said Rev. Patricia 
Miller Fernandes. “Our sanctuary is being 
flooded with gifts of games, clothes, mit- 
tens, trucks, a bike, dolls, gift certificates, 
and more. We are also offering 25 days of 
Stories read by congregational members 
from now until Christmas on our Face- 
book page.” 

These stores are aimed at the young- 
er-aged. Due to COVID-19, the church 
will offer a Christmas Eve outdoor candle- 
light service at 5:30 p.m. in front of the 
church. 

The service will offer an opportunity 
to sing familiar carols, hear our Christmas 
story, listen to a word of hope, and affirm 
the Christian call to be light unto the world 
by following the ways of Jesus, as candles 
are lit. The newly formed Bell Choir will 
also make its first live public appearance. 


Rotary begins Winter Clothing Drive 


WILBRAHAM -—-_ The _ Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Rotary Club has begun 
collecting clean, gently-worn or new win- 
ter clothing including gloves and hats for 
adults and children beginning this month. 
Clean white socks are also needed to be 
given to the homeless. Donated items will 
be turned over to the Community Survival 
Center serving the towns of Wilbraham, 
Hampden and Ludlow and the Springfield 


Saint Mary’s Cemetery 


closed for burials 


HAMPDEN - Saint Mary’s Cemetery on Scantic 
Road in Hampden 1s closed for burials as of Dec. 1. 
It will resume burials on April 1, 2021. The cemetery 
remains open from dawn to dusk daily for visitation. 


and neighborhoods of Indian Orchard, 
Sixteen Acres and Pine Point. 

Area residents are invited to make a dif- 
ference in our local community by donat- 
ing to the winter clothing drive. The club 
has collection bins in the Scantic Valley 
YMCA in Post Office Park and in Rice’s 
Fruit Farm store on south Main Street. For 
more information call 413-537-4171. 


PHONE 
413.283.8393 





Sen. Lesser launches 
Lunchtime Lesser podcast 


Senator Eric P. Lesser has announced the launch of 
Lunchtime with Lesser, a new podcast version of his 
weekly “Lunchtime Livestream” updated and formatted 
for easy, on-demand listening. Lunchtime with Lesser is 
a series of conversations held by Sen. Lesser with com- 
munity leaders and experts that are working on important 
issues touching Western Massachusetts, covering every- 
thing from East-West Rail to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In April, Senator Lesser began his weekly “Lunch- 
time Livestream” with his first guest, Dr. Eric Feigl-Ding 
during the height of the first wave of the pandemic. He 
has since hosted over 30 guests from nonprofit, food 
access, public health, manufacturing, education, envi- 
ronmental, social services, mental health, tourism, and 


social justice sectors. 


Listen to Lunchtime with Lesser on Apple Podcasts, 
Spotify, PodBean, and wherever podcasts are available. 
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Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


since 1956 
The Mason Family 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn fo Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces « Balsam ° Frazier * Concolor Firs 
$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers * Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 
Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 
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Angelo Puppolo is 
‘Home for the 
Holidays’ at 
Christina’s House 


Puppolo steps out-of-district 
for a worthy cause 


By Joan Paris 


SPRINGFIELD — State Representative Angelo J. Pup- 
polo, Jr., (D) Twelfth Hampden District, visited Christi- 
na’s House in Springfield recently at the opening of their 
second transitional home on Union Street in Springfield. 
He acknowledged executive director, Shannon Mumblo 
and her team during this season of giving and presented 
the non-profit agency with a House of Representatives 
citation for their extraordinary work with moms and their 
children who are homeless and near homeless. 

“This is a beautiful home! It doesn’t look like any 
transitional home I’ve ever seen,’ Puppolo said.” These 
families will really do well here.” 

Mumblo explained that families are received and en- 
gaged for 18-24 months where they are embraced, edu- 
cated, and encouraged toward permanent and stable liv- 
ing environments. As a faith-based ministry, “our prayer 
is to provide generational change-one family at a time,” 
according to Christina’s House. 

Puppolo also visited the Kevin Ambrose reflective 
garden just outside the front door, commemorating the 
fallen officer who answered his last call on June 4, 2012, 
assisting a woman and her child in a domestic violence 
dispute in Sixteen Acres. 

Mayor Domenic J. Sarno and city officials attended 
the ceremonial ribbon cutting for the House one week 
earlier. They planted a fruit tree to honor Ambrose and 
installed the stone that bears his name. 

The first transitional home opened in Springfield in 
2012 on Madison Street, when Founder and President 
Linda Mumblo followed a stirring in her heart to comfort 
and care for disadvantaged women and their children. 

Christina’s House doubled their capacity in October 
to serve families in response to community need. “Vol- 
unteers and staff spend countless hours making a home 
for families,’ Mumblo said. “Through the generosity of 
others-our generous sponsors and donors-these families 
arrive with nothing and leave with a savings in their bank 
account. We stay connected to them long after they leave 
home.” 
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State Representative Angelo J. Puppolo, J.R. (D) 

awards Christina’s House executive director, Shannon 
Mumblo with MA House of Representatives citation for 
extraordinary work at Christina’s House in Springfield. 
He visited at the opening of their second home on Union 
Street for homeless and near homeless women and their 
children. Photo by David Miles. 





State Representative Angelo J. Puppolo, J.R. (D) visits 
Christina’s House on Union Street and visits the Kevin E. 
Ambrose Memorial Garden there with executive director, 
Shannon Mumblo. The Union Street location opened 

in October 2020 in response to community need. The 
original Christina’s House opened on Madison Street 

in Springfield in 2012 by founder and president Linda 
Mumblo. Photo by David Miles. 
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Ww, Skin Wellness Center 


at the Dermatology and Laser Center of Western Mass., Inc. 


eS CLIENT APPRECIATION MONTH! 


Gift Certificate Special 


Buy a $50 Gift Card Receive $10 Gift Card Free 
Buy a $100 Gift Card Receive $20 Gift Card Free 
Buy a $150 Gift Card Receive $30 Gift Card Free 
Buy a $200 Gift Card Receive $40 Gift Card Free 


20% Off All In House Glytone & Avene Products 


15% Off All Oxygen Facials & Photodynamic Therapy 
All offers expire 1/6/21 


Other Products & Services: 


Laser Hair Removal ¢ Chemical Peels 
Glytone e Avene e Microdermabrasion ¢ Waxing 
Oxygen Facials ¢ Facials with Hydrating Mask 
Photodynamic Therapy for Fine Lines & Wrinkles 


75 POST OFFICE PARK (NEAR THE YMCA) ¢ SUITE 7501 ¢ WILBRAHAM, MA ¢ 413.596.8908 
OFFICE IS OPEN MON, TUES, THURS 8AM-4:30PM; WED & FRI 8AM-4PM 
ESTHETICIAN JENNY LUPPI IS AVAILABLE WED 8AM-6:30 PM, THURS 8AM-6:30PM & WEEKENDS BY APPT. ONLY 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS! 


Spectacular 96 


Poinsettias Weao. 
“Not Just Red” ™ i 
“Fantasy Colors” 
BLUE, Fuchsia, Gold & Teal 


“Glittered and Glamorous” 
Red Poinsettias ~ 
ieee Mini Size to Supersize 
tee. “Floating” Poinsettias 
in Glass Bubbles 










Beautiful Fresh Flower 
* Te Arrangements 
With Long Lasting Evergreens 


Featuring Candles, 
Cardinals & Reindeer 


Stay Warm & Cozy at Home 
: Ceramic Coffee Mugs 
Y Reindeer, Gnomes & Trees 
7 American Made Jigsaw Puzzles 
25 — 1000 Pieces 









Gourmet 
Gift Baskets 






* { A 
New England Specialties, 
Italian Gourmets, 
Wine Baskets, Snack Attacks, 
Breakfast Bonanza, 
Entertainment Baskets and MORE!!! 


(une pandall’s 4 


Holiday Foods! 


. Quiches, Meatballs, Stuffed Mushrooms 
7 Yon, Boars Head Sweet Slice Ham, 
— Cocktail Shrimp < 
i. Fruit, Veggie & Deli Platters Hc: 

Festive Cookies, Pies & Holiday Desserts 


New ~ Holiday Dinner Packages 
Turkey, Ham, Steak Tips, 
Lasagna & Chicken Francaise 
With Complimentary Side Dishes 
Serving 4-6 or 8-12 Diners 


Check Out Ot at 
blac a laser 
ee and Deli Catering Orders 
LAST DAY TO ORDER 12/20/2020 
Gluten Free Holiday Foods 
Fresh and in Our Freezer Section 


GREAT Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecake & MORE 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 

























631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM - 5PM 
~ CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY ~ 
OPEN: MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on and Yougiiir) 
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Hampden holds forum on 
emergency dispatch 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN - Last Tuesday, the 
Hampden Board of Selectmen held 
a public forum to address citizen’s 
questions and go over the options 
and potential savings if selectmen 
decide to opt into a regional dis- 
patch. 

Hampden resident Jim Smith, 
who also heads the Hampden Cit- 
izen’s Dispatch Committee, asked 
about potential hidden expenses, 
and said he thought the question of a 
regional dispatch should be brought 
before town meeting. But select- 
men said it’s within their purview to 
make a decision about switching to 
a regional dispatch, and that they’ve 
all heavily researched the options 
available, as well as the potential 
cost savings. 

“People on Facebook say we 
haven’t looked into this... that we 
picked it out of the clear blue sky,” 
Selectmen Chair Donald Davenport 
said. “We’re trying to make a legit- 
imate decision on an important top- 
ic for the town... is it responsible to 
spend $2 million on a dispatch ser- 
vice, or can we do better — can we 
Save taxpayer money?” 

Currently, _Hampden’s town 
dispatch costs $447,792 a year. If 
officials opt for a regional service — 
namely, partnering with Wilbraham 
or joining WestComm -— those costs 
could drop to $100,000 to $125,000 
a year. 

The Massachusetts 911 Depart- 
ment has offered to pay 100% of 
the fee for the first three years if 
Hampden joins a regional dispatch. 


This would result in a savings of 
$447,792 in the first year, minus any 
transition costs. 

In the second and third years, the 
town would save $447,792, minus 
any funds if officials decide to sta- 
tion a civilian clerk at the Hampden 
police station to cover for a “dark 
station,’ Town Administrator Bob 
Markel said. 

In the fourth year of a regional 
dispatch agreement, 50% of Hamp- 
den’s fee for services would be paid 
for by the 911 department. Since the 
dispatch fee is estimated at $100,000 
— $125,000, the town would pay 
between $50,000 to $62,500. In the 
fifth year, 25% of Hampden’s fee 
would be paid, and in the sixth year, 
the town would pay the full fee. 

Smith asked if there would be 
“hidden expenses” the police have to 
pick up if there’s no dispatch in town 
and listed 42 potential items; for in- 
stance, if a prisoner is arrested and 
monitored. 

Markel said he asked the police 
chief about those 42 items, and the 
chief responded that nearly all would 
be covered by the regional dispatch. 
In the case of a prisoner who’s ar- 
rested, “they always hire someone 
from outside who is a professional” 
for monitoring, Markel said. 

Hampden Selectmen will be 
meeting with the Wilbraham Board 
of Selectmen this Monday to discuss 
the possibility of moving forward 
with a regional dispatch. 

Hampden Selectboard member 
Mary Ellen Glover said WestComm 
also reached out and offered to show 
them around that facility and answer 
any questions. 
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PLEASE DONATE DISPOSABLE DIAPERS 
BABY WIPES AND NEW OR GENTLY USED 
WARM WINTER CLOTHING 


DOWATIONS WILL BEMEFIT THE FAMILIES 
SERVED BY THE COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CENTER 


SPoetored ty the Rotary Ch 
ah 


December 17, 2020 





Rotary Club receives winter clothing 
donations at Rice’s 


WILBRAHAM -— Anthony Maloni of Rice’s Fruit Farm on Main Street in Wilbraham drops new 
white sox into a collection bin set up by the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club as part of their 
Winter Clothing Drive and Diaper Drive. The bin will be at Rice’s for the rest of the season. Photo 


by David Miles. 





Blue Christmas Service today at Federated 
Community Church 


HAMPDEN — Join the 
Federated Community 
Church at 590 Main St. in 
Hampden for a “Blue Christ- 
mas” worship service at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 17. 

For many people, the hol- 
idays are a difficult time of 
the year. This year especially, 


with the loss of so much — 
jobs, loved ones, school, con- 
nections, normal rhythms of 
life — and this service will of- 
fer us an opportunity to name 
our griefs or worries. 

The service will include 
prayer, silence, and a word 
of hope. The church invites 


everyone to come and center 
yourself in the warmth of the 
sanctuary and this quiet ser- 
vice. Come, be still and know 
God. You do not have to be 
holly and jolly to be loved by 
God. You are accepted just 
the way you are. 


Peete nsume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of chil 
ao been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be asso@ated health 
agijUana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product, KEEE R 
“ay FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairmen 
ey Maljlana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside or M. 
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PeoplesBank promotes 
Hampden resident, Steve 
Parastatidis 


HAMPDEN — Steve Para- 
statidis has been promoted to 
First Vice President, Commer- 
cial Banking with PeoplesBank. 
Parastatidis has 16 years of 


banking experience. : 
A resident of Hampden, Mr. ~ , 
Parastatidis is a graduate of a S 
Western New England Univer- 
sity with a bachelor’s degree in 


finance. 

He is a member of the Legislative Steering Com- 
mittee and the Energy, Infrastructure, and Environ- 
mental Subcommittee of the Springfield Regional 














Chamber. 


St. Cecilia, Knights of 
Columbus donate 
‘Coats for Kids’ 


WILBRAHAM - St. Cecilia Church and the Wilbraham 
Knights Council 10195 this month donated 72 “Coats for 
Kids” for the sixth season in a row. L to R: Don Flannery, 
Fr. John Connors, Pastor, Council Chaplain George 
Flanagan, John Philip, Chp. of Committee Sean Heckley, 
and Joe Selva. Coats are distributed to needy children 
and some adults in the Greater Springfield area. 





from page | 


meeting going,” said Selectmen Bob Boilard. “I know it , = 
kind of stinks that sometimes the citizen’s open forum //// VIVAL TIN em Lol0 IW re) re) = 


section comes prior to, say, the citizen’s Open Meeting ~ PEACE. HOPE AND HEALTH 
violation complaint,’ like on Monday night’s agenda. ea , . 


“You just have to raise your hand... or you can say, ‘Hey 
I see this coming up, what’s this about?” 
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35. Dennis Lopata, Executive Director «413.596.3111 «2399 Boston Rd. - Wilbraham, MA 01095 - LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com 
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THE FASTEST-GROWING MOBILE 
PROVIDER IN THE NATION 


- Save up to 40% on your monthly wireless bill 
¢- No added taxes, no hidden fees and no contracts 
- The fastest overall soeeds and most reliable service 


¢ 5G included with every plan 


MIX, MATCH AND SAVE 
Choose the plan that works for you Spectrum 


x 
: UNLIMITED BY THE GIG 
DATA PLAN DATA PLAN 
/\line /GB 
$ mm (or) $ 
Reduced speeds after 20 GB Pay only for the data used, 
of usage per line 1GB at atime 


1-844-846-0426 SpectrumMobile.com 


or visit a Soectrum store near you 


Spectrum Internet required. Auto-pay required. Visit spoectrummobile.com/plans for details. Taxes and fees included. Based on Q3 2020 subscriber data. Savings based on comparison of single line comparable 
unlimited plans amongst major national carriers as of 06/09/2020. Data usage limits vary by carrier. “Fastest Overall Soeed” claim based on Nielsen Mobile Performance cellular and WiFi speed test results for 
Spectrum, Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint mobile customers in Spectrum service area from 7/1/2019 to 3/31/2020. “Most reliable” claim based on the latest FCC Measuring Broadband America report and 
RootMetrics® by IHS Markit’s RootScore® Reports: 1H 2020. RootMetrics® test used best commercially available smartphones on 4 national mobile networks across all available network types. Experiences may vary. 
To access 5G, 5G compatible phone and 5G service required. Not all 5G capable phones compatible with all 5G service. Speeds may vary. Unlimited: Reduced speeds after 20 GB of usage per line. Unlimited plans 
include up to 5 GB mobile hotspot use per line during a billing cycle, with speeds reduced down to a maximum of 600 Kbps for mobile hotspot use after 5 GB for the rest of the billing cycle for that line. 5G device 
needed to access 5G service. By the Gig: $14 advanced monthly charge for each line of service. Each line gets one gigabyte (GB) of data that can be shared among all By the Gig lines on the same account. If all By the 
Gig lines on the account collectively exceed the initial 1 GB allocated to each line, an additional GB of shared data is automatically added to the account and you'll pay an additional $14.00 per GB, whether you use the 
entire gigabyte or not. After 5 GB per line, you will experience reduced speeds for the rest of the bill cycle. Service not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. ©2020 Charter Communications. 
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Poinsettias appreciate extra TLC 


very Christmas the poinset- 
He: takes the stage, front and 

center, in grocery and box 
store displays. The deep red bracts 
lure buyers to make them part of 
their holiday decorating. Pretty? 
For sure, but without proper care, 
the plant won’t have a chance past 
New Year’s Day. Let’s learn what 
we can do to keep this favorite : 
looking its best throughout the weed 
holiday season and then some. 

It’s important that you start 
off with a healthy plant. Choose 
a poinsettia with dark green foli- 
age all the way to the soil line. Color 
should completely cover the bracts on the upper 
portion of the plant. Avoid plants whose flow- 
ers (located in the center of the bracts) show 
pollen. If pollen is evident, the plant is old. Be 
wary of those that are displayed in plastic or 
paper sleeves or even those that are elbow to el- 
bow. Poinsettias need room to spread out, and 
the longer they are cramped, the more likely 
it is that their quality will be impacted. Wilted 
plants are also best avoided, as this may indi- 
cate more than dry soil alone. 

Poinsettias are cold sensitive. Temperatures 
under 50 degrees for even a few minutes can 
damage the plant. Therefore, insert into a bag 
or protective sleeve for the ride home from 
the store and do not leave in an unheated car 
while you run other errands! Once home, po- 








IN THE 


GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 





sition the poinsettia in a location 
where it will receive indirect light 
for at least six hours a day. Avoid 
drafts, warm or cold, and place far 
enough away from windows to 
prevent the foliage from touching 
cold glass. Chances are if you are 
comfortable inside, your poinsettia 
will be as well. Temperatures from 
65 to70 degrees during the day to 
around 55 at night will extend its 
life. 

Check the plant often to see if 
it needs water. If the soil 1s dry, 
water until droplets leak through 

the drainage holes in the pot. Saucers 
shouldn’t accumulate water. Dump the excess 
out after each watering so the plant won’t reab- 
sorb it and become waterlogged. Soil that re- 
mains soaking wet 1s likely to cause root rot. A 
visual indication of this irreversible disease is 
curled, wilting foliage and bracts. Hold off on 
fertilizing the plant while it 1s in bloom. 

It’s unfortunate that few people keep their 
poinsettias past the holiday season. When I 
was a kid my Mom succeeded at getting hers to 
bloom again the following Christmas. Here’s 
what to do if you’d like to try it: In early April 
cut back the plant to eight inches. Fertilize 
with an all purpose houseplant fertilizer once a 
month. New growth should appear by the end 
of May. After the danger of frost has passed, 
move the plant outdoors. Continue to water 


but increase fertilization to every two weeks. 
Pinch plants in late June or early July to pro- 
mote bushy growth. At this time you may also 
wish to repot the poinsettia. Select a pot one 
size larger, filling around the root ball with a 
good potting soil. Bring the plant indoors as 
temperatures fall. 

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and long 
nights of uninterrupted darkness encourage 
it to bloom. In greenhouses, growers go to 
great lengths to withhold light, as even small 
amounts can delay or stop the plant from set- 
ting bud. At home, putting the plant in the 
closet for 14 hours each night is your best bet. 
Most people get on a 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. schedule 
beginning on Oct. 1, and continue it for eight 
to 10 weeks until color shows on the bracts. 
Night temperatures should be no higher than 
70 degrees or flowering may be delayed. 

While my Mom achieved colorful bracts, 
the plant itself was a bit leggy and the foliage 
not so green. Perhaps more fertilizer and a 
harder pinch would have made our experiment 
more successful. Give it a try yourself and 
maybe you will have even better results! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy @turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 





Will my U.K. pension affect my Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I lived and 
worked in the United Kingdom 
prior to coming to the U.S. at age 
45, which qualified me for a U.K. 
State Pension worth the equiva- 
lent of about $740 U.S. dollars per 
month. Since moving to the U.S. I 
have contributed to the U.S. Social 
Security system for 14 years and 
my estimated U.S. Social Securi- 
ty benefit is $1,643 per month. I 
have heard about something called 
“WEP” and must be honest and 
say I don’t fully understand. Can 
you provide some advice or ref- 
erences so I can understand what 
happens to these sums when I re- 
tire? I don’t have any other pen- 
sion income, so understanding 
these numbers is important. FYI, 
I hold both U.S. and U.K. pass- 
ports and will retire in the U.S.A. 
Signed: Blessed from the UK 

Dear Blessed: The “WEP” 
provision you refer to is known 
as the “Windfall Elimination Pro- 
vision.” It affects anyone who is 
eligible to collect Social Security 
benefits, but who also has a pen- 
sion from another entity (corpo- 
ration, public agency, or foreign 
country) which did not partici- 
pate in the U.S. Social Security 
program (meaning that SS FICA 
payroll taxes weren’t paid during 
that employment). WEP will re- 
duce your U.S. Social Security 
benefit by using a special formula 
to compute your benefit amount. 
Generally, the WEP reduction is 
determined either by the number 
of years of substantial Social Se- 
curity covered earnings that you 
have, or the WEP maximums (one 
of which is that your U.S. Social 
Security can’t be reduced by more 
than half of your non-covered 
pension). With less than 20 years 
paying into the U.S. system, you 
will incur one of the maximum 
WEP reductions. 


Something else important to 
understand is that the current es- 
timate you have from Social Se- 
curity doesn’t include the WEP 
reduction. That estimate assumes 
that you will continue to earn at 
your current level until you reach 
your full retirement age. You ha- 
ven’t shared your birthdate, but 
from your email I assume you are 
now about 60-years-old. I 

f you were born in 1959, your 
full retirement age (FRA) for U.S. 
Social Security purposes is 66 
years and 10 months (if you were 
born after that your FRA is 67, 
and if you were born before that 
subtract 2 months for each year 
prior to 1959). Your FRA is when 
you will get your “full” Social Se- 
curity benefit. If you claim before 
that (age 62 is the earliest you can 
claim) your benefit will be re- 
duced (even before WEP), and if 
you wait beyond your FRA you'll 











earn Delayed Retirement Credits 
(DRCs) which will increase your 
benefit amount. DRCs stop at age 
70. 

Based upon what you’ve told 
me, I believe that your WEP re- 
duction will probably be limited to 
one of the maximums, either half 
of your monthly U.K. pension, or 
the maximum for your “eligibility 
year’ (2022’). We don’t yet know 
what the standard maximum WEP 
reduction for 2022 will be, but for 
2020 it is $480. That is the most 
that your Social Security benefit 
could normally be reduced. But if 
your U.K. pension is about $740 
U.S. Dollars, then your makxi- 
mum reduction should be about 
$370, because the WEP reduction 
can’t be more than half of your 
non-covered (U.K.) pension. So, 
your U.S. Social Security bene- 
fit of $1,643 will most likely be 
reduced by about $370 to about 
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$1,303.You will need to contact 
the U.K. pension system to see if 
any of your U.K. pension will be 
offset by your U.S. Social Securi- 
ty benefits. 

This article is intended for in- 
formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and ac- 
credited by the National Social Se- 
curity Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Adminis- 
tration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advi- 
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Secu- 
rity advisor for AMAC. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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ticed students showing more 
anxiety and the coalition’s mem- 
bers have more of a sense that 
students aren’t feeling hopeful 
about the future. School counsel- 
ors have been reporting increases 
in students’ anxiety, too. Some 
students, particularly seniors, also 
said they’re disappointed about 
how the school year has turned 
out; because of the pandemic, it’s 
nothing like they’d hoped for their 
final high school year, Kahn said. 

Since the coalition’s founding 
seven years ago, after receiving 
the federal Drug-Free Commu- 
nities grant, Kahn said its mis- 
sion has remained the same — to 
collaborate with partners in the 
community to promote healthy 
youth development and prevent 
substance use, within school and 
beyond. Currently, the coalition 
includes more than 100 partner- 
ships with local law enforcement, 
libraries, the business community, 
faith organizations and more. 

The coalition creates trainings 
and programming for parents and 
students, along with policies, en- 
couraging youth leadership, and 
marketing and communication to 
address safe schools and healthy 
student issues, Kahn said. 

“School is not their entire 
lives... and school people are not 
children’s first teachers,’ Kahn 
said. “The community creates 
a safety net, including the mes- 
sage that “We care about you, and 
we want you to be healthy and 
strong.” 

In the coming months, there 
will be several presentations ad- 
dressing student anxiety and a 
focus on increasing regimens 
for mental health and promoting 
emotional well-being. 
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“We’re trying to create a feel- 
ing of resilience,’ Kahn said. 

And once students make it 
through the pandemic and learn 
how to manage their emotions in 
a healthy way, they’ Il be well-pre- 
pared for any future challenges, 
she added. 

Since Swotchak joined the co- 
alition, she said she’s been meet- 
ing with several sector representa- 
tives that make up crucial partners 
in the coalition, as well as getting 
to know the community. She cur- 
rently lives in Westfield. 

“Tve been talking to many 
people (both in-person and on 
Zoom) and really getting en- 
trenched in the community,” 
Swotchak said. 

Last week, she said she’d just 
completed a three-day webinar 
conference about substance abuse 
that was funded by the Bureau 
of Substance Addiction Services. 
Her past work experience includes 
youth development for the Ganda- 
ra Center in Holyoke, where she 
saw the positive impact that Drug- 
Free Communities-funded pro- 
grams have. She also completed 
a service term with AmeriCorps. 

“T feel strongly connected 
with the mission of the (coali- 
tion),’ Swotchak said. “And I’m 
passionate about youth services.” 

She said her primary goal is 
“making sure every voice in the 
community is heard and giving 
them a platform,” as well as pro- 
viding resources in a way that 
fits with the community. 

To learn more about the coa- 
lition’s work, view past presen- 
tations and learn about future 
programs and trainings, visit 
the coalition’s website at www. 
hwp4y.org. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Page 7 


2021 Big E tickets on sale now for holiday giving 


Give the gift of Fair 
fun and put The Big E 
Under the Tree 


Big E advance discount tick- 
ets, Value Passes, and Midway 
and Cream Puff vouchers are 
available for sale, just in time for 
holiday giving. 

Get tickets to the 2021 Big 
E, which takes place next year 
from Sept. 17-Oct. 3, online at 


HAMPDEN from page 1 


for that upgrade for the seniors,” 
said Flynn. 

While communicating with 
the Gaming Commission in 2016, 
the Selectboard presented Hamp- 
den as being a “cross-through”’ for 
residents traveling to the casino, 
said Flynn, who, in that regard, 
compared Somers Road and Allen 
Street to Route 5 in Longmeadow. 

“T think what we’re talking 
about now is, perhaps this money 
could be used to do that crosswalk 
from the Centennial Commons to 
(Village Food Mart),” said Daven- 
port, seconding Flynn’s sugges- 
tion. 

Given the state of casinos in 
the wake of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, Flynn noted that he “really 
wants to see that check clear” be- 
fore considering the allocation as 
being finalized. If, and when, the 
money does arrive, Flynn recom- 
mends seeking the help of a re- 
spected local agency. 
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TheBigE.com and at the Box 
Office, open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, now 
through Dec. 23. 

Ticket options available are: 

Single Day admission tickets 
— $12 adults/$8 children 6-12 

17-Day Value Passes — $40 
adults/$20 children age 6-12. 
This offer includes four FREE 
Giant Slide tickets for each Val- 
ue Pass sold. 

Opening Day tickets (good 
for use on Sept. 17 only) — $10 


“T think that the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission could be 
the right people to help with this,” 
said Flynn. “Obviously, they work 
in many communities for that type 
of thing, for that type of hardware. 
We could get a sense of what the 
cost is there.” 

Questions still lingered regard- 
ing the Gaming Commission’s 
mishap in contacting Hampden. 
Town Administrator Bob Markel, 
an experienced official, said he 
was off-put by the oversight but 
appreciates that it will soon be 
amended. 

“The fact that they didn’t in- 
form the town for four years, and 
I’ve had several conversations; 
it’s been very confusing,” said 
Markel. “I think it’s just a new 
commission, and they weren’t re- 
ally up-to-speed and didn’t have 
the administrative staff to get the 
job done properly, but we do have 
this windfall.” 

Hampden officials engaged in 
a webinar with state officials on 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 
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Midway Magic Vouchers — 
$25 

Six-pack of Big E Cream 
Puffs - $25 

All tickets, passes and 
vouchers are “print at home” 
documents, making the gift a 
perfect last-minute shopping op- 
tion. To learn more, visit www. 
TheBigE.com/holidaytickets. 

The 2021 Big E will be jam- 
packed with food, entertainment 
and more. 


Dec. 16 in an attempt to divulge 
more information. 

Flynn said the funding will 
be awarded under unique circum- 
stances, noting that many other 
communities received an alloca- 
tion in a much more timely man- 
ner. 

“Tt’s pretty unusual,” said Fly- 
nn. “If we drew a wheel around 
Springfield, and if you looked at 
all the pie slices, we were the only 
slice left out. We were a little cha- 
grined.” 

Selectboard member Mary 
Ellen Glover also considered the 
sequence as strange. However, she 
said she’s excited to move forward 
and address an important need in 
Hampden, whatever that may be. 

“T think it’s key that this whole 
thing be done in a timely fashion 
to bring closure to the whole thing 
after five years and not wait un- 
til the December deadline,” said 
Glover. “Because this is so immi- 
nent and has carried on so long, 
maybe we should just act on it.” 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 


oil filter, 21 ae check, top off all fluids. 


Up to 5 quarts of oil. 

S) & Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 

Most Vehicles - With this coupon 


Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 12/31/20 T 





$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 12/31/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 
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41. Health insurance 
42. A detective’s source 
43. Small American rails 
44 Alfred _, Brit. poet 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 


$20 OFF } 
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ALIGNMENT CHECK , 
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INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
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Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Popular pickup truck 

4. Profoundly wise men 

9. Camera company 

14. Folk singer DiFranco 46. Crest of a hill 

15. Passerine birds 49, Atomic #52 

16. Plum-shaped fruit 50. Caesar, comedian 
used for preserves 51. Breaks apart 

17. Popular kids channel 55. Register formally 

18. Dodgers’ skipper (Brit. sp.) 

20. Removes 98. Worker 

22. The Atlantic isone 59. Chemical compound 


et] 
27. Edible lily bulbs 
31. Quarterbacks take 
them 
32. Organic compound 
34, Tears down (Brit.) 
35. Beloved Hollywood 
alien 
36. Unconscious 
40. Missouri 
41. Firemen use them 
45. Pig noise 
47. Greatly dismay 


3. Menacing 

4, Where coaches patrol 

5. Greek mythological 
figure 

6. War-based board 
game 

7. Midway between 
northeast and east 

8. 18-year period in 
astronomy 

9, Mid-century term 
used to describe 


— —— 


(Up to $50/Parts BARE valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
“ (to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 


23. Badgerlike mammal 60. Disgraced newsman Japanese-Americans 48. Imitator ‘ed ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles * Snow Tire Changeover 
Meet STORM - 
24. Foulness 64. Born of 10. Large bodies of 92. Moves by turning Our Newest 


one 
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over 

53. Boxing’s GOAT 

54. Swarms with 

96. Margarines 

9/7. Feudal superior 

99. As fast as can be 
done 

60. Reciprocal of a sine 

61. Chinese city 

62. Tell on 

63. United 


water 
11. Eurasian ryegrass 
12. Perform on stage 
13. Greek island 
19. 10th month of the 
year (abbr.) 
21. One point east of 
southeast 
24, Belgian city 
25. Praise excessively 
26. River in France 


65. Chemical substance 

66. Supernatural powers 

67. Clothes 

68. Indy footballers 

69. Moves forward 

70. Midway between 
south and southeast 


28. Luke’s mentor 
__-Wan 

29. Commercial 

30. A type of gin 

31. Temptress 

33. Shuts in an enclosed 
space 

37. Milligram 

38. Actress Adams 

39. Strive to equal or 
match 


Team Member! 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 
MON-FRI 8-4 


Sales & Service 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Driver 
2. Bone cavities 


TEMPORARY HOURS: 
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B OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


LaFreniere, 
Robert Bruce 
Died December §, 2020 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





FARM 
& GREENHOUSE 


RANDALL'S 





Robert Bruce 
LaFreniere, 58 


Hampden- Robert Bruce LaFre- 
niere, 58, passed away December 
8, 2020. He was born in Holyoke to 
the late Bruce and Joan (Domerac- 
ki) LaFreniere. Robert grew up in 
Chicopee and graduated from Chi- 
copee High School in 1980. Robert 
was a graduate of Johnson & Wales 
University in Rhode Island and lat- 
er went on to work in Culinary Arts 
at Smith College, where he met the 
love of his life, and wife of 34 years, Ann Marie (Laizer). 

Robert later worked as a salesman and manager for 
many local auto dealerships over the years, most recently 
being employed as the sales manager at Diamond RV and 
Gander RV. In his leisure, Robert enjoyed camping trips 
with his family and was an avid Yankees fan. 

The most important thing to Robert was his family, 
most notably his grandson, Declan who will miss his 
“Poppi” dearly. Besides his parents, Robert was prede- 
ceased by his beloved Granny, Barbara LaFreniere; his 
mother and father-in-laws, Alice and Casimir Laizer; 
brother-in-laws, Cas and Ritchie Laizer; and sister-in- 
law, Denise Laizer. Robert will be forever missed by his 
wife, Ann Marie (Laizer) LaFreniere; their three chil- 
dren, Alex, Alicia (Nate), and Rocky; grandson Declan 
LaFreniere-McMahon; siblings, Linda (Curt) Brainard, 
Gary LaFreniere, Tracy (Greg) Dobosz; in-laws, Linda 
(Joe) Tolpa, Lenny Laizer, and Jeanne Laizer; as well as 
many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to your 
local food banks in Robert’s memory. Please visit www. 
beersandstory.com to extend online condolences. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 
kop@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 








LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Benches 


Statues 
Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Monuments “* Custom Design Work 
Bronze Plaques “ Cleaning “ Markers “ Vases 
Cemetery Signage “ Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-589-7564 Office 


413-589-7588 Fax * 413-531-5360 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS DINNERS TO GO 


Turkey Breast 
Herb Stuffing 
Mashed Potatoes/Gravy 
Fresh Vegetable 
Cranberry Sauce 
Salad/Bread and Butter 


Whole Roasted Filet 
Cabernet Demi-Glace 
Mashed Potatoes 
Fresh Vegetables 
Salad/Bread and Butter 
Home Made Pie 


4-6 people 


Home Made Pie 


Eggplant Lasagna - Small $70 » Large $130 
Meat Lasagna - Small $75 + Large $135 
Chicken Francaise - Small $70 - Large $130 
Haddock Francaise - Small $85 » Large $170 


Fe? . 
MAIN STREET 


TAVERN 





Call 413-893-9078 
For Take Out & 
New Year’s 
Reservations! 

Dec 24th Bar Open 12-5 
New Year’s Eve 4-9 


“Exactly what a Main Street Tavern should be” 


218 Main Street, Monson 
www.218mainstreettavern.com 


413-893-9078 Fi 
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Online scams could spike 
during holidays, experts warn 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 
Online shopping has become 


more prominent than ever during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and scammers 
are Salivating at the opportunity to take 
advantage of unknowing consumers this 
holiday season. 

For that reason, the Better Business 
Bureau of Central New England is hard 
at work uncovering scams and spread- 
ing awareness in an effort to prevent 
residents from being swindled. Nancy 
Cahalen, President of the BBB’s Central 
New England office in Marlborough, 
Mass., shed light on the intricate and ev- 
er-evolving world of online scamming. 

“With the holidays approaching, 
it’s time for people to do a lot of on- 
line shopping, and scams relating to 
online purchases were already on the 
rise in 2019,” said Cahalen. “Since the 
pandemic began, they’ve spiked much 
higher. Scammers are taking advantage 
of the fact that people are doing a lot 
more shopping online and maybe aren’t 
as savvy and familiar with it.” 

The BBB reports that 80.5% of con- 
sumers who have reported online scams 
in 2020 lost money. In 2019, only 24.3% 
of consumers who were scammed on- 
line lost money, a rising figure that Ca- 
halen attributes to fear, uncertainty and 
the “COVID effect.” 

Beginning in March and April, 
scammers jumped at the chance to cheat 
consumers attempting to purchase per- 
sonal protective equipment online. As 
the season of giving approaches and on- 
line shopping continues to be common- 
place, scammers have already begun an 
onslaught of cheating. 

To hopefully combat that trend, the 
BBB Scam Tracker is up and running. 
The investigative tool tracks all reported 
scams and alerts residents to their exis- 
tence. 

Since being launched in 2015, the 
Scam Tracker has enabled in-depth 
studies of online purchase scams. The 
data that the BBB has compiled from 
victims has thwarted countless other 
scams. 

“We ask people to report scams 
whether or not they lose money because 
we want to prevent other people from 
being scammed. The more information 
about scams that we can get out there, 
the better,’ said Cahalen. 

When looking for potential scams, 
unreasonably attractive sale prices are 


typically suspect. If an offer is too good 
to be true, it most likely is, Cahalen said. 

Additionally, individuals using debit 
cards or peer-to-peer payment options 
such as Venmo are more likely to be 
scammed and lose money than those 
who use debit cards. Cahalen explained 
a well-observed trend. 

“When shopping online, we always 
recommend paying with a credit card 
because there’s protection built in, and 
you can always refute the charge if it 
turns out that there is a scam. People 
who use credit cards are less likely to 
lose money,” she said. 

Recently, scammers have developed 
false tracking information to throw off 
consumers awaiting orders in the mail. 
By the time the irregularity is realized, 
the scammer is often out of reach, and 
money spent on the expected item is 
lost. 

Scarcity also allows scammers to lie 
their way towards stealing money. Just 
as was observed with PPE during the 
early stages of the pandemic, scammers 
are primed to rip off individuals who are 
unable to find their desired goods any- 
where else. 

“Availability can be a motivating 
factor for those who lost money. A lot 
of things became scarce during COVID, 
but the holidays always have had scarce, 
popular items,” said Cahalen. 

Individuals perpetrating online 
scams rely on consumer patterns. Pop- 
up advertisements observed on social 
media pages cannot always be trusted, 
said Cahalen, as scammers pay close at- 
tention to the most searched-for items. 

“Scammers have access to the same 
marketing tools that legitimate market- 
ers do,” said Cahalen. “They really un- 
derstand how consumers make these de- 
cisions. They’re very educated on this. 
It’s not a slapdash approach. They’re 
also using the same online social media 
adds that legitimate marketers use. It’s 
sometimes hard to pick out the scams 
from the ones that aren’t.” 

Anyone can become the victim of a 
scam, regardless of age, sex or demo- 
graphic, but studies show that people 
between age 35 and 44 are most at risk 
to lose money to an online purchase 
scam. 

For more information concerning 
the maze that is online scamming, res- 
idents can visit bbb.org. 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@turley. 
com. 
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EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 
& CLASSIFIEDS 


To celebrate 
CHRISTMAS, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NOON - 
FRI., DEC. 18 
for the week of 

Dec. 22-25 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 








To celebrate 
NEW YEAR, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 
NOON - 
WED., DEC. 23 
for the week of 
Dec. 29-Jan. 1 


24Water Street .& | 
Palmer, MA 01069 3 
413-283-8393 
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Way Finders provides 
help with rent, bills 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


REGION — While some people are fretting over get- 
ting home for the holidays this year, others are worried 
about having a roof over their heads at all. 

A lack of affordable housing has been an issue long 
before this year began, but the COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated it. The hit the economy has taken because of 
the virus includes an erosion of jobs and the income that 
comes with it. This not only puts homeowners and renters 
in a bind, but landlords as well — particularly those who 
owe mortgages on their investment properties. 

Way Finders, a nonprofit organization serving West- 
ern Mass., is working with government agencies such as 
the Town of Monson Community Preservation Commit- 
tee and the Massachusetts Dept. of Housing and Commu- 
nity Development to offer a lifeline to those who need it. 

A variety of programs are offered and many are avail- 
able to eligible residents of Hampden County. One spe- 
cific to Monson residents can provide up to $5,000 per 
household that is in arrears on rent, mortgage, and utility 
bills; that type of assistance is also available for those 
who live outside the town but reside in the county. 

There’s also help with security deposits and other 
move-in costs, deposits for utilities and other needs fac- 
ing people trying to find a home or stay in the one they 
already occupy. 

In addition to emergency financial assistance, Way 
Finders has a variety of programs to help residents learn 
how to create a better, more secure life, including: 

Credit Success: Way Finders is nonprofit nationally 
certified by HUD, CHAPA, and the NeighborWorks Na- 
tionally Industry Standards. Credit Success is a financial 
education program that offers educational workshops, in- 
dividual support, and guidance to anyone in the commu- 
nity. The program helps families and individuals reach 
their goals, whether they want to buy a house or a car, 
pay off student loan debt, or learn how to build excellent 
credit. Call 413-233-1621 or email homeownership @ 
wayfinders.org 

Become a Landlord: For those who already own in- 
vestment property or would like to. Way Finders is al- 
ways interested in partnerships with landlords who want 
to offer affordable homes in good repair and offers edu- 
cation, counseling and other resources to support them. 
Call 413-233-1542 or email landlordservices @ wayfind- 
ers.org 

Employment Support: Addresses barriers to em- 
ployment, includes one-on-one career counseling, re- 
sumé and cover letter writing, job search support, inter- 
view training, a Job Readiness Certificate program, and 
much more, including lack of childcare, transportation 
and education. There is also help with substance abuse 
issues. Call 413-233-1500, Monday-Friday 9 a.m.4 p.m., 
email info@wayfinders.org or fill out a contact from at 
wayfinders.org/contact 

For more information about Way Finders programs, 
call (413) 233-1600, email housingsupport @ wayfinders. 
org, or visit wayfinders.org. To fill out an application, go 
to wayfinders.org/covid. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 
Snow/Iice Damage Repair 
Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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Raffle to support new 
Wilbraham Senior Center 


WILBRAHAM — Since COVID-19 hit in March, 
all fundraising activity to help support the proposed 
new Wilbraham Senior Center came to a complete stop. 
The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors have not been able 
to hold any popular dine-outs, casino bus trips, or spa- 
ghetti dinners. The annual Holiday Bazaar has also been 
canceled. Funds raised would be used to purchase tables, 


Hampden County 
residents facing 
eviction or who need 
assistance securing 
suitable and affordable 
housing can turn to 
Way Finders, a non- 


profit that offers a chairs, and furnishings. To close out the year however, 
variety of programs, the Friends are sponsoring a COVID-19 safe 50/50 Hol- 
including help with iday Raffle. All proceeds will go towards this Building 


Assistance Fund. 

Tickets are $5 for one ticket or $10 for three. Half of 
the proceeds go towards the Building Assistance Fund. 
First prize winner receives 25%; second prize receives 


paying utility bills, 
finding employment, 
credit and financial 
planning counseling, 


and more. 15%; and third prize receives 10%. Drawing to be held 
Dec. 18 at the Senior Center. For tickets or more info, call 
Courtesy photo Ann Marie Gaudette 599-4803 






































590 Main Street, PO Box 246 
Hampden, MA 01036 
(413) 566-3711 fax: 566-5324 
hampdenfederated@ gmail.com 
www.hampdenfederatedchurch.org 


FEDERATED COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Christmas Worship Service 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 10 a.m. 
Streaming on our Facebook Page 
Christmas Eve 
Outdoor Candlelight Service 
Thursday, December 24, 2020 5:30 p.m. 
Wear a mask, social distance and 
bring a chair if desired. Limited to 


first 25 people, all others 
must remain in their cars. 





‘A beautiful joining of the 
Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.” 


Thursday, Dec. 24th, 5 p.m. 
Virtual Christmas Eve Service 


Sunday, Dec. 27th, 10 a.m. 
Virtual Service of Lessons & Carols 









Visit our website www.ctkepiphany.org 


Family Entertainment ™ 
for Zoom and Facebook information at 


Join our Facebook for 
25 Days of Stories 


oe Ve 
o 8H 
rim —— 


758 Main St., Wilbraham « 513-596-3045 


BETHLEHEM 


CHURCH 


St. Marys Church 


= 27 Somers Road 
Hampden, MA 01036 


413-566-8843 


We wish you a Blessed Christmas 
season and a very Happy New Year 

from everyone at 

Saint Mary’s Church! 

Sadly, due to a strict occupancy 

limit, our Christmas masses this 

year will be by reservations only. 

Please call the parish office for 
| more information. We hope 
| to be able to welcome 
i everyone back in 2021. 
Keep the faith! 


“2h ae 
o, 


+4 € 
) en " 
oe . , 





5 


5 PM |IN-PERSON & ONLINE 
Masks required, distanced seating 
BethlehemHampden.org/Live 


SUNDAYS @ 9 & 10:30 AM 
Join us on Sundays for music and a life- changing message. 
Kids activity packets available weekly. 
(10:30 AM is also offered online) 


CONTACT US 
413.566.5572 
@BethlehemHampden 
www.BethlehemHampden.org 
123 Allen St, Hampden, MA 





“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder; 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, 


the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” 
(Isaiah 9:5)... 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 
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The Wilbraham Police 
Department held a ‘Stuff the 
Cruiser’ toy donation event 
last weekend to benefit area 
children in need of toys for the 
holidays. Photo by David Miles. 





Tree in front of the Senior Center in Wilbraham. 


A colorful sunrise 
over Soule Road 
School on Dec. 10. 
Submitted photo 

by Kelly Elliott. 
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Minnechaug High School football student athletes at a fundraiser for athletic 
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NANCY HUNT 
Broker/Owner 


| Cell: 
if (413) 374-4173 


HUNT REALTY 2341 Boston Road 


ASSOCIATES Wilbraham, MA 
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Cral 
(Doc 
Kazin 
turns 60 
on 
December 
24! 


Love from 
his family! 


oh Gift Set & 


Wilbraham Friends of the Library has been holding 
a holiday photo share asking for submitted photos, 
which are also posted on the WFOL’s Facebook page. 
Photo submitted by Marianne Wagner. 


Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library has been 
holding a holiday 

photo share asking for 
submitted photos, which 
are also posted on the 
WFOL’s Facebook page. 
Photo submitted by Kendra 
Howard. 
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equipment at Rice Fruit Farm. Photo by David Miles. 











Wishing you 
nd your family @ eal 
‘Mes, Ale Lak) ol a safe, healthy & 

6 Rice ie Seanad _ 24 east Ludlow happy holiday S@aSoOrni. 
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OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY 


SERVING LUNCH: | SERVING DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. Tues.-Thurs. 
starting at 4-9pm and 

11:30am Fri. & Sat. 4-10pm 





a 
di Hampden House 


Bar & Grille | Sunday 11:30am-7pm 
1 Allen St., Hampden, MA e 413-566-8324 SOE 
: Foll 
ORDERTAKEOUT = ANNUAL ets 
it 
Sear at GIFT CARD SALE! [RaAReaas DECEMBER 15 - 24 
FAMILY STYLE MEALS 1 WEEKEND LEFT! eae 
ForUpTo6 People December 18, 19, 20 dita eit lak Ak 
e Full Service : NEW YEAR'S EVE 
HOME CATERING es 
j 2 pening at 11: 
y- Aue Pine gee 2 We offer for Lunch & Serving 
Visit Our Website For Menus : trays to go for Delicious Dinner 


the holidays! Specials 4-9:30pm 


2341 Boston Road, (Rt. 20) Wilbraham 
413.27 eee 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


Mon.-Thurs. 3-8pm 


at. 2-9pm 
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS Sun. 2-8pm 





Fe See S 
~~» Irish Pub sy a 


Gift Certificates Available -_ 
For The Holiday Season! ‘~ « : Enjoy 
5 . Safely Distanced 
Indoor Dining Or At & 
Home With Pick Up 
Or Delivery! 








Find us on: 


a facebook. 
i] 
+ 
ae) 
et et 
BE BE 





www. a com 


Delivery available to Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, Sixteen Acres, 
East Forest Park & Hampden and Limited Area in Connecticut. ($15 min. order). 


LT" Lowe These 


Bice Businesses or & F Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our 
a af = @ NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM! 
: Wre May . a 


a 9 Allen St., Hampden Mini Mall Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015 
& 4 Lo Ee "‘TC'hewrm! ] eee] = = : 
4 . ae as ~<> Open? Days www.giospizzeria.com = =F Gee 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


PUBLI IC N OT | CES ra WWW. pUblicnotices.turley.com 


AR E N OW O N | N = Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
| ublic notice web site to search all notices in ; ; 
o, : Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


Massachusetts newspapers. 
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£ acebook.com/turleysports 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 


No locker rooms, scrums in hockey modifications 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — The parking 
lots at Olympia Ice Center and 
Fitzpatrick Rink could be very 
crowded this winter with stu- 
dents being forced to change 
outdoors as part of the modifica- 
tions made to ice hockey for the 
2020-2021 season. 

High school guidelines from 
the office of Energy and En- 
vironmental Affairs required 
locker rooms to be closed at ice 
hockey arenas. 

The only reason the locker 
rooms can be used is for players 
to use the bathroom and sinks. 
“Participants must wear-in/wear- 
out clothes or dress in the park- 


ing lot or other designated area,” 
the guidelines state. 

The change is to limit close 
contact among teammates due 
to locker rooms being very con- 
gested spaces with a lot of pads 
and equipment taking up even 
more space. 

One change for hockey ver- 
sus other sports is the ability 
for players to wear gaiters on 
the ice. Typically, face cover- 
ings for players and fans alike 
in most sports requires a mask 
that has loops that go over the 
ear, securely covering the mouth 
and nose. Hockey players are 
allowed to wear gaiters, which 
were viewed as less secure by 
some. Gaiter will be allowed for 
hockey players provided they are 


multi-ply. 

One of the tougher parts to 
comply with is the fact only 20 
players will be allowed to dress 
for the game, and some extended 
bench areas will be needed for 
both teams in order to social dis- 
tance enough. Typically, 22 play- 
ers are allowed on the roster for 
varsity games. Only three coach- 
es will be allowed on benches 
for games, though that is close to 
average for most hockey teams. 

Having more than one play- 
er in the penalty box will also 
be a new challenge as only one 
player is allowed in the penalty 
box at a time. According to the 
guidelines, other spaces must be 
designated for players to serve 
penalties. 


“One person in the penalty 
box at a time,” the guidelines 
state. “If another player must be 
in a designated ‘auxiliary box/lo- 
cation,’ they must be social dis- 
tanced either outside the penalty 
box or in the bench area as close 
to the penalty box as possible; 
when possible the second and 
or subsequent penalized players 
must move to the penalty box 
upon the exit of the previously 
penalized player.” 

There is in option for subse- 
quent players to serve penalties 
on their bench if necessary. 

The biggest change fans will 
notice with play on the ice is the 
elimination of “scrums.’ These 
are plays typically when multi- 
ple players go after a loose puck 


in a corner of the ice. They usu- 
ally take place on either side of 
the goal. 

The guidelines only allow 
for one player from each team to 
be involved in a scrum. Once a 
third player joins, play must be 
stopped by the referee. Play also 
will be stopped if the scrum lasts 
more than five seconds. 

High schools played fall 
sports in geographically-formed 
leagues in order to limit contact 
between too many schools. The 
plan will be similar for hockey, 
but leagues will look different 
because there are fewer teams. 
There were also no restrictions 
placed on co-op programs and 
they will be allowed to play. 





Seekonk Speedway announces 
events for next season 


<% 





File photos 


Woody Pitkat was a big winner at the Sunoco World Series event. 
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Christopher Buffone, of Belchertown, was also a champion last 


season. 


SEEKONK — _— Seekonk 
Speedway is looking ahead to 
a fresh, exciting 2021 season. 
On Dec. 3, the Massachusetts 
third-mile announced the full 
schedule of events for 2021 
-- one that will mark the 75th 
anniversary of full-time racing. 
Seekonk Speedway looks for- 
ward to welcoming fans back 
to the grandstands safely, as the 
recent vaccine announcements 
for COVID-19 are welcomed 
news and talks continue with 
the state of Massachusetts. 

Multiple major events head- 
line the 2021 schedule -- in- 


cluding the ISMA Supermodi- 
fied and Boston Louie NEMA 
Midget and NEMA Lite Races 
(June 9), the annual $10,000 
to win Open Wheel Wednes- 
day headlined by the Tri Track 
Open Modified Series (June 
30), the inaugural $10,000 to 
win Bay State Summer Clas- 
sic with the PASS Pro Stocks 
(July 28), the annual DAV Fall 
Classic (Sept. 24 to 25) and the 
Haunted Hundred, headlined 
by Tri Track (Oct. 23). 


The slate includes 18 Sat- 


Please see SEEKONK, page 14 








Greg Kolodziey, longtime general 
manager of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers, has stepped down. 


Kolodziey 
steps down as 
Pioneers GM 


Mutiny GM Ferrara 
takes helm 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — Along with 
being the longtime boys’ varsi- 
ty soccer coach at Ludlow High 
School, Greg Kolodziey has also 
been the General Manager of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers for more 
than ten years. 

Kolodziey recently stepped 
down as the Pioneers G.M. due 
to personal reasons. 

“T’m excited about some 
new challenges that lie ahead,’ 
Kolodziey said. “I hope to spend 
more time on the soccer field do- 
ing what I enjoy most, coaching 
kids, and assisting and encourag- 
ing them to be good students so 
once they get through the grad- 
uation line, they are ready to do 
good, positive things in life.” 

Kolodziey is still planning 
to continue coaching the boys’ 
varsity soccer team at his alma 
mater in the fall of 2021. He also 
coaches a Western United Pio- 
neers squad. 





The New England Mutiny and Western Mass. Pioneers share a home 
stadium now. Mutiny owner Joe Ferrara was named the Pioneers 


GM. 


Joe Ferrara, who like 
Kolodziey is a lifelong resident 
of Ludlow, has been named as 
the new General Manager of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers. He’s 
also the owner of the New En- 
gland Mutiny and is the Com- 
missioner of the United Wom- 
en’s Soccer League. 

“The Pioneers have a great 
support staff and the Mutiny also 
have a great support staff, so I 
think Pll be able to run both or- 
ganizations without very much 
difficulty,’ Ferrara said. “The 
biggest challenge right now is 
that we still don’t know what’s 
going to be happening next 
spring.” 

The Pioneers and the Mu- 
tiny, who both play their home 
matches at historic Lusitano Sta- 
dium in Ludlow, didn’t play any 
matches in 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We’re hoping to have a sea- 
son next year, but we’re planning 
for several different scenarios,” 
Ferrara said. “A normal regular 
season, a shortened season, a 
season without fans, or no sea- 
son at all.” 

Before Kolodziey stepped 
down from his position, he and 
Ferrara shared the same office at 
Lusitano Stadium. 

“I do have a lot of respect 





File photos 
Kolodziey will remain as coach 
of Ludlow High School. 


for Greg and his family,’ Ferrara 
said. “I would like to meet with 
him about the Pioneers.” 

The Pioneers, who had a very 
successful 2019 campaign, are 
coached by Federico Molinari. 

“Federico is a very good soc- 
cer coach,’ Ferrara said. “I’m 
looking forward to working with 
him on a daily basis.” 

The Pioneers assistant coach- 
es are Dennis Gomes, Jay Willis, 
and John Voight. 


Please see PIONEERS, page 14 
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Figure skating event cancelled 
due to COVID-19 


WILLIAMSTOWN - This decision 
was based on the Bay State Games over- 
riding concern to protect the health and 
safety of all participants, coaches, judg- 
es, volunteers, and spectators. Other 
factors that lead to this decision include 
state guidelines limiting public events, 
the uncertainty of whether the Williams 
College Lansing Chapman Rink will 
open in 2021, current limitations on use 
of Williams College facilities by outside 
groups and protocol requirements from 
national figure skating governing bod- 
ies. 

“Tt is with great disappointment that 
we announce we will be unable to host 
the Bay State Games figure skating 
competition in Williamstown in 2021,” 
said Bay State Games Executive Direc- 
tor Kevin Cummings. “For the last 35 
years, it has been a privilege to bring 
skaters and their families to Berkshire 
County for this longtime winter tradi- 
tion. While our participants have always 
enjoyed travelling to the region for the 


event which has had a positive economic 
impact for local hotels and restaurants, 
many factors related to the pandemic 
prevent us from returning in the Winter 
of 2021”. 

Bay State Games will continue to 
evaluate the possibility of hosting a live 
skating event in Massachusetts later in 
2021 or as part of the Summer Games 
should the impact of the pandemic and 
restrictions improve. Potentially hosting 
virtual skating events later in the year is 
also under consideration. Future event 
options for 2021 are being investigat- 
ed as federal, state, and local board of 
health protocols continue to be moni- 
tored. Bay State Games remains hope- 
ful it can return to Berkshire County for 
2022 events and beyond. 

Updated information regarding the 
status of Bay State Games figure skating 
events will be posted on the Bay State 
Games website as soon as it is con- 
firmed. 





Hall of Fame concludes 
‘Bubbleville’ Games 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The Na- 
ismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame and Gazelle Group today conclud- 
ed the season-opening event known as 
“Bubbleville.’ Games were played Nov. 
25 — Dec. 4 at Mohegan Sun Arena in 
Uncasville, Connecticut with 25 teams 
taking the court. 

Bubbleville housed several events 
relocated and reimagined due _ to 
COVID-19 and provided a controlled 
environment with teams and event staff 
adhering to tribal, government, and 
NCAA health and safety protocols and 
testing requirements. All games were 
played without fans in attendance. 

Throughout the 10-day event, the 
game schedule continually evolved due 
to a number of COVID-related circum- 
stances. In the end, 26 games were safe- 
ly played in large part thanks to Miri- 
mus and Hartford HealthCare. Both 
groups joined Bubbleville with live 
event COVID-19 protocol experience 
with the NBA and Viacom respectively. 
The Bubbleville Testing Team was led 
by Rachel Lattner, Chelsea Johnson and 
Jen Tempone. 


Mohegan Sun and the Tribal Health 
Department also proved to be an invalu- 
able partner for the event with the abili- 
ty to provide a premier arena, beautiful 
accommodations and private catering, in 
addition to their extensive COVID pro- 
tocols which have successfully been in 
place for several months. 

With a combination of PCR and Sali- 
va testing, 2,800 tests were administered 
among 1,075 people including event 
staff, players, coaches, support staff 
and courtside media on-site. In the near- 
ly two-week testing period, three posi- 
tive tests were discovered, leading to 
two programs leaving the event before 
participating in game action and one 
matchup cancelled on what was sched- 
uled to be the final day of the event. 

With the support of the event’s var- 
ious health partners, Bubbleville was 
able to adhere to all safety protocols and 
enact tracing procedures as needed. To 
learn more about the event, visit https:// 
www.hoophall.com/events/bubbleville 
or follow @hoophall #Bubbleville on 
Twitter and Instagram. 
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The Pioneers are members of the 
USL 2 League and compete in the 
Northeast Division of the Eastern Con- 
ference. 

The USL 2 League G.M. meetings 
are normally held in Florida in Decem- 
ber, but they’re going to be held virtual 
in January. The 2021 schedule will be 
released at that time. 

The Pioneers qualified to play in the 
U.S. Open Cup last year, which was 
canceled. They’re hoping to play in the 
2021 Open Cup tournament. 

“It'll be great if we do play in the 
Open Cup next year,’ Ferrara said. “It 
gives the smaller clubs the chance to 
play with the big boys.” 

The Mutiny had played games in 
several different communities before 
coming to Ludlow in 2019. 

“Being able to have the Mutiny play 
home matches at Lusitano Stadium 
IS very special to me,” Ferrara said. “I 
played games there when I was in high 
school and the atmosphere is great at the 
Stadium.” 

The Mutiny celebrated their 20" an- 
niversary in 2019 and Ferrara has only 
missed one match since he formed the 
team in 1999. 

After taking a year off from soccer 
for the first time in many years, Ferr- 
ara 1s ready to watch both of his soccer 
teams play next summer. 


“Last summer was the first time in 
20 years that I wasn’t involved in soc- 
cer and it was refreshing. Soccer seasons 
can be a grind at times, especially when 
you’re not succeeding on the field,” Fer- 
rara said. “I’m ready to go now and the 
players are also ready to get back on the 
field again.” 

While the 2020 United Women’s 
Soccer League regular season was can- 
celed, a couple of showcase tournaments 
were held in Michigan and Florida last 
summer. 

The Mutiny, who are members UWS 
Eastern Conference, do have several 
players from Western Mass. listed on 
their roster. 

“Having the local soccer players play 
for the Mutiny really means a lot to me,” 
Ferrara said. “It’s nice to have players 
from Granby, Monson, Agawam, and 
Ludlow on the team. We’re represented 
by ten communities in Western Massa- 
chusetts. There are a lot of talented high 
school girls’ soccer players from this 
area.” 

Several Mutiny players have been 
signed with N.W.S.L. and a few have 
played for professional teams in Europe. 

Jill Serafino is the Mutiny General 
Manager and Jeb Booth is planning on 
returning as the Mutiny head coach in 
202 |i, 
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urday Night Showdowns -- showcasing 
Seekonk’s premiere Pro Stocks, Everett’s 
Auto Parts Late Models, Helger’s South 
Coast Power Equipment Sportsman and 
Chaz Auto Body Sport Trucks. It will 
also see the return of the Fast Friday Se- 
ries -- with 16 events for the Nick’s Pit 
Stop Legends Cars, Helger’s Pure Stocks, 
Sport 4’s and Seekonk Grand Prix Ban- 
doleros. Seekonk is pleased to welcome 
back all divisions and their sponsors, 
while adding Chaz Auto Body to the team 
of division sponsors. 

With COVID-19 shutting down Satur- 
day night competition and Thrill Shows in 
2020, and only Fast Friday drivers hitting 
the track due to regulations from the state 
of Massachusetts to stop the spread of the 
virus, it’s only fitting that the 75th anni- 
versary be celebrated in 2021. Seekonk’s 
Fast Friday classes ran a 10-race slate in 
front of no spectators in 2020, however, 
they continued to showcase youth talent 
and some of the best racing Seekonk of- 
fers through the track’s YouTube channel. 

“Our schedule includes a bit of some- 
thing for everyone who is a race fan in the 
region.” Ed St. Germain, Director of Busi- 
ness Development at Seekonk Speedway, 
said. “We’re excited for all of our special 
events, but above all, we can’t wait to 
welcome back our great fans and get our 
premiere Saturday night divisions back on 
the track in 2021.” 

The season opens with two Test and 
tune sessions on April 10 and 24, while 
opening weekend returns on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 1-2. Saturday will include 
the Classic Car Show and Swap Meet 
fans have come to love, with burn out 
drags and race practice. On Sunday, May 
2, the engines fire in a race competition 
for the first time with the Pro Stocks, Late 
Models, Sportsman, Trucks and Spectator 
Drags. The season rolls from this starting 
point in May all the way through October, 
with more than 45 events planned. 

Of the touring divisions included, two 
of them will visit Seekonk more than once 
-- with the prestigious Tri Track Open 
Modified Series bringing their top Mod- 
ified talent for Open Wheel Wednesday 
(June 30) and the Haunted Hundred (Oc- 
tober 23). Both races have a large purse 
and always attract the best Modified talent 
in the region. New for 2021, the American 
Canadian Tour (ACT) will also join the 
Haunted Hundred, along with the return 
of the Pro All Star Series (PASS) Super 
Late Models. All three races as part of the 
season-finale will be 100 laps, matching 
the Haunted “Hundred” name. 

PASS, New England’s premier touring 
Super Late Model division, will return to 
Seekonk for three events overall in 2021 
-- including the big $10,000 to win race 
on Wednesday, July 28. PASS will also 
help headline the two races that will close 
the season -- the annual Fall Classic, with 
a 150-lapper on Sept. 25, and the Haunted 
Hundred. 

The track welcomes back five Thrill 
Shows to the schedule -- with a show for 
Memorial Day (May 29), Independence 
Day (July 3), Mid-Summer Spectacular 
(July 31), Labor Day (Sept. 4) and the 
Pumpkin Smash (Oct. 9). Note that all 
Thrill Shows are on Saturday night’s -- 
giving weekly competitors the night off. 
There will also be a special event on Sun- 
day, Aug. 8 -- headlined by the return of 
Monster Trucks and the first ever Specta- 
tor Drag race -- where drivers will dou- 
ble up and actually race for multiple laps 
together on the track, instead of just in a 
one-on-one format. 

As part of the weekly slate, track 
champions will be crowned in all nine 
divisions. Championship battles for all 
divisions except the Pro Stocks will in- 
clude as part of the DAV Fall Classic 
weekend on Sept. 24 and 25, as the Fall 
Classic returns to a two-day race format, 
with a practice session on Thursday night, 
Sept. 23. The Pro Stock title battle wraps 
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on Saturday, Sept. 18, on Ocean State Oil 
Night, allowing drivers to compete with 
PASS at the Fall Classic. 

The Phil’s Propane Triple Crown Se- 
ries returns after a year off due to COVID, 
with a three-race, extra distance, set of 
races for all of Seekonk’s divisions. The 
Pro Stock Triple Crown Series races 
will be 60 laps, while the Late Models 
will shift to 45 laps. The Sportsman and 
Sport Trucks remain at 35, while the Pure 
Stocks, Sport 4’s and Legends Cars are 
set for 30. As always, the Seekonk Grand 
Prix Bandolero division runs 15 laps for 
all of their events, but will also crown a 
Triple Crown champion. 

Phil’s Propane Triple Crown Series 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 5, July 16, Aug. 21 

Late Models: May 22, June 26, Aug. 
21 

Sportsman: May 15, June 19, Aug. 21 

Sport Trucks: May 8, June 12, Aug. 21 

Legends Cars: June 25, July 30, Aug. 
20 

Pure Stocks: June 18, July 16, Aug. 20 

Sport 4: June 11, July 23, Aug. 20 

Bandolero: June 4, July 9, Aug. 20 

The Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond 
Races are on the schedule, with three 
special events for the Pro Stocks and the 
Late Models. All of these races will be 50 
laps for both divisions, including a night 
where both classes run the 50’s on Satur- 
day, Aug. 14. 

Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond Race 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 26, July 24, Aug. 14 

Late Models: June 19, July 17, Aug. 
14 

The Troy City Tactical Spectator Drag 
Series is back, with drivers set to compete 
in a 10-race series starting on May 2 and 
ending on Oct. 9. In the middle, drivers 
will thrill fans in front of both Saturday 
night crowds and Thrill Show fans. 

The Power 5 Series will return for 
Helger’s Southcoast Power Equipment 
Sportsman, with five races set for 30 laps 
instead of 25, with a bit of extra purse 
money on the line courtesy of Helger’s. 
Sponsorship is available for Power 5 races 
for the remainder of Seekonk’s Saturday 
night divisions. 

The schedule also includes the spe- 
cial returns of Military Night, Youth 
Sports Night, the STAR and NEAR An- 
tique Racer divisions, R.I. Shriners Night 
(with Trike Races), Fans on Parade, Scout 
Night, the Pit Party, Phil’s Propane night, 
Helger’s Southcoast Power Equipment 
night and the annual Fan Appreciation 
night sponsored by Everett’s Auto Parts. 

Seekonk looks forward to welcoming 
back a long list of supporters for the 2021 
season, and can’t thank those who stepped 
up in 2020 enough. See below for a full 
list of 2021 sponsors to this point: 

Everetts Auto Parts, Helger’s South- 
coast Power Equipment, Phil’s Propane, 
Ocean State Oil, Solar Theraputics, PEP- 
SI, T. Moreshead Landscaping, Sunoco 
Race Fuels, American Racer, Elmwood 
Dodge, Bristol Toyota, First Ford, Troy 
City Tactical, Shriners Childrens Hospi- 
tal, Roger Williams Zoo, Precision Harley 
Davidison, Columbus Energies, Chick Fil 
A, Seekonk Grand Prix, Chaz Auto Body, 
Nick Lascuola Racing, Lambert Brothers 
Racing, Spring Villa Memory Care, Viper 
Graphics, Nick’s Pit Stop, Nat’s Racing 
Engines, KC’s Burger Bar, Miller Brew- 
ing, Coors Light, WCTK Cat Country, 
Four Town Farms 

The full schedule is subject to change. 

Seekonk Speedway will release ad- 
ditional updates about the 2021 season 
when available. For more information, 
follow the track on all social media chan- 
nels and visit seekonkspeedway.com. 
Please stay tuned for ticket release dates 
for advanced purchase. 

Fans should keep a lookout for new 
episodes of the Seekonk Speedway pod- 
cast series over the winter months, giving 
you a step back in time, a view of the pres- 
ent and a look into the future. 
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Students unveil year-end robotics projects 





Mostaffa Saleh, a member of WMS Robotics and a 7th 
grade student at Wilbraham Middle School, enjoyed a 
night of robotics and coding at the comfort of his home. 
Submitted photo. 


These middle school students are part of the Wilbra- 
ham Middle School Robotics Club and have been taking 
virtual robotics and coding lessons. 
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Avery Coburn, a member of WMS 


grade student at Wilbraham Middle School, programmed 
and tested his line-following robot on a racing track. 
submitted photo. 


Arthur Lam, a member of WMS Robotics and an 8th 
grade student at Wilbraham Middle School, programmed 
a robot to follow a triangular race course. 

submitted photo. 





| DROPPERS | TINCTURES 


Page 15 


WNE advances to 
National University 
Status 


Undergraduate Engineering Program 
Among Top 100 in the Nation 


SPRINGFIELD —, Western New England Univer- 
sity (WNE) is now ranked among national universi- 
ties by U.S. News & World Report in its Best National 
Universities 2021 and among the Top 100 Undergrad- 
uate Engineering programs. 

The rankings offer an in-depth look at more than 
1,400 institutions of higher education nationwide. 
Schools in the National Universities classification and 
rakings put WNE in the company of schools such as 
the University of Chicago and Carnegie Mellon Uni- 
versity that offer a full range of undergraduate majors, 
plus master’s and doctoral programs. These colleges 
also are committed to producing groundbreaking re- 
search. 

U.S. News considers several different measures 
related to academic excellence in compiling the an- 
nual rankings, including the opinions of the academic 
community, student retention rates, graduation rates, 
faculty resources, class sizes, student achievement, 
and alumni giving. 

The Undergraduate Engineering program rankings 
were based on peer assessment surveys. To qualify to 
appear on an undergraduate engineering peer assess- 
ment survey, a school must have an undergraduate 
engineering program accredited by the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology, ABET. ABET 
accreditation ensures that students, employers and 
the society can be confident that a program meets the 
quality standards that produce graduates prepared to 
enter a global workforce. 

In response to growing industry demand, the Col- 
lege of Engineering has introduced new undergraduate 
and graduate programs in Construction Management 
for the fall of 2021; a PhD in Industrial Engineering, 
a PhD in Mechanical Engineering, and an MS in Me- 
chanical Engineering Acoustics Processing for Cell 
and Gene Therapy. Cross-disciplinary courses offered 
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Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Aaministration (FDA). There's 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. Its against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CRILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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Neal praises House passage of 
pro-cannabis MORE Act 
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Curaleaf is an adult dispensary in Ware. On Dec. 4, the U.S. House passed a bill that, if it becomes law, would make 
it easier for similar businesses to open in states where they are now prohibited. It also would expunge the records 
of people convicted on cannabis-related charges. Courtesy photo 








U.S. Rep. Richard E. Neal, chair- 
man of the House Committee on Ways 
and Means, was among those who vot- 
ed in favor of the “Marijuana Opportu- 
nity Reinvestment and Expungement 
Act of 2020” earlier this month. 

The bill, which seeks to reclassify 
cannabis as a non-dangerous substance 
with medical benefits and decriminal- 
ize sales and possession nationwide, 
passed the House 228 to 164. If it pass- 
es the Senate and becomes law, the 
legislation, introduced by N.Y. Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler, would essentially cre- 
ate a U.S. model of the cannabis policy 
adopted by the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

“Today’s House consideration of 
the Marijuana Opportunity Reinvest- 
ment and Expungement Act of 2020 or 
the MORE Act marks an important step 
in mitigating the impacts of the histor- 
ically racist war on drugs,” Neal said 
after the Dec. 4 vote. 

“This legislation will reform our 
federal criminal laws while also making 
investments in and empowering com- 
munities of color and those adversely 
affected by current unjust policies,” he 
said. 

Specifically, the proposed law re- 
moves marijuana from the list of sched- 
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uled substances under the Controlled 
Substances Act and eliminates criminal 
penalties for an individual who manu- 
factures, distributes, or possesses mar- 
iyuana. 


The bill also makes other changes, 
including the following: 

e replaces statutory references to 
marijuana and marihuana with cannabis 

¢ requires the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics to regularly publish demographic 
data on cannabis business owners and 
employees 

e establishes a trust fund to support 
various programs and services for indi- 
viduals and businesses in communities 
impacted by the war on drugs 

¢ imposes a 5% tax on cannabis 
products and requires revenues to be 
deposited into the trust fund, 

e makes Small Business Adminis- 
tration loans and services available to 
entities that are cannabis-related legit- 
imate businesses or service providers 

e prohibits the denial of federal pub- 
lic benefits to a person on the basis of 
certain cannabis-related conduct or 
convictions 

¢ prohibits the denial of benefits and 
protections under immigration laws on 
the basis of a cannabis-related event 
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(e.g., conduct or a conviction) 

e establishes a process to expunge 
convictions and conduct sentencing re- 
view hearings related to federal canna- 
bis offenses 

e directs the Government Account- 
ability Office to study the societal im- 
pact of cannabis legalization 


“This change to federal law does 
not undermine the ability of states to 
apply their criminal laws to marijuana 
as they see fit. Instead, it makes mar- 
yyuana a federally regulated substance 
that is subject to the FDA’s regulatory 
authority and federal taxation. The ex- 
cise tax that is established by the bill is 
similar to those for alcohol and tobac- 
co,” Neal said. 

“By creating a legal marijuana 
market that is subject to federal tax- 
ation, this legislation also creates an 
opportunity trust fund that will increase 
opportunities for individuals and com- 
munities affected by the War on Drugs. 
The opportunity trust fund will fund 
programs such as job training, reentry 
services, and substance use disorder 
services, as well as assistance to small 
businesses owned by socially and eco- 
nomically disadvantaged individuals.” 
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This week in 
recreation 


Helen Sullivan, Clerk 


WILBRAHAM - As we buckle down for the 
cold winter, we’re really excited to be able to of- 
fer several new virtual offerings. It’s really hard 
to decide how much interaction we want family 
members to have with others, so these programs 
will engage and stimulate children’s imaginations 
while still remaining within the household. We 
will be teaming up with Wicked Cool For Kids to 
present Creative Coding Studio with Tynker and 
Wicked Gross Science. Registration for both pro- 
grams will be starting later this month. 

Just because it’s cold and we’re trying to social 
distance, that isn’t a reason for us not to get out- 
side and enjoy everything Mother Nature has to 
offer. Wilbraham has an extensive system of hik- 
ing/walking trails with varying levels of expertise. 
There are maps and descriptions on the town’s of 
the network of trails website (https://www. wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov/294/Hiking-Trails-in- Wilbraham). 
And while you’re walking, try to identify all the 
wildlife footprints that you see. My husband once 
saw a fisher cat on the bank of the small stream 
that flows along Woodland Dell Road in the center 
of town...just one example that it’s not only deer 
and turkeys leaving those tracks. Taking a walk 
in the fresh air clears the mind and gets those en- 
dorphins flowing, and nowadays, we need to do 
exactly that. 

As the holidays approach, we at Wilbraham 
Parks & Rec would like to take the chance to wish 
you a joyful and healthy season. Regardless of 
each person’s beliefs, I’m sure we all wish peace, 
health and prosperity to everyone in this incredi- 
bly trying time. 

Notes: Registration is underway for our winter 
Stars for Tomorrow Dance Program. There will 
be 2 offerings this time and you can register for 
Tuesday and/or Thursday. Registration will start 
for Winter Art- Ventures on Dec. 22. 

Our programs are severely restricted in size 
of enrollment due to the COVID-19 restric- 
tions. There is no leeway in the maximum num- 
ber of participants. As always, registration is on 
a first-come-first-served basis, so if you see a 
program that you want to take part in, don’t delay 
registering for it. 
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at the University range from Surveying to 
Accounting, CAD to Cost Management. 
“The BS and MS programs in con- 
struction management are well-rounded 
degrees combining construction manage- 
ment, business, communication, and engi- 
neering courses. Our graduates will have 
the skillsets to manage construction proj- 
ects from beginning to end and keep proj- 
ects running smoothly, safely, on time, 
and within budget,” said College of En- 
gineering Dean, Dr. S. Hossein Cheraghi. 
“The College of Engineering has had a 
nearly 100% placement rate over the last 
30 years - 96% in 2020. Starting salaries 
average $71,500.” says Bryan Gross, Vice 
President for Enrollment Management. 
“We want to do everything we can to 
make it more affordable to attend Western 
New England University, so the Univer- 
sity is offering a $5,000 Women in Engi- 
neering Scholarship and a $1,000 FIRST 


Robotics Scholarship in addition to Merit 
Scholarships up to $22,000 a year.” 

WNP’s rise in US News and World 
Report are indicative of the University’s 
vision for its future under the new leader- 
ship of President Robert Johnson. 

“Our graduating students are both 
work-ready and world-ready people who 
understand that they are part of something 
bigger than themselves as global citizens 
and who can make contributions to their 
employers and the world. This distinction 
by US News is another shining example 
and recognition that our students are pre- 
pared for the future of work,” said WNE 
University President Dr. Robert Johnson. 

WNE has also earned the prestigious 
classification among Doctoral/Profession- 
al Universities by the Carnegie Classifica- 
tion of Institutions of Higher Education 
and has been named in the Top 3% of 
Best Value schools by the Economist 
Magazine. 
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STCC class explores income tax preparation 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Technical 
Community College this spring will offer a 
new class that teaches students to prepare fed- 
eral income taxes. 

The training will help students develop a 
skill to prepare taxes for themselves, family 
and friends. In addition, they could become 
excellent candidates for tax preparation jobs, 
said Anthony Rondinelli, a professor of 
business administration who is teaching the 
three-credit class called BUS-151 Federal In- 
come Tax Preparation. 

“A student who successfully completes 
this class will have a skill that is in very high 
demand,” Rondinelli said. 

STCC students have been hired or were 
given internships at firms such as Liberty Tax 
Service in Springfield. 

“The preparation they get in Professor 
Rondinelli’s class means his tax students can 
get a pass on Liberty’s class and go right to 


certification testing,” said Steve Kowalski, of 
Liberty Tax Service. “Professor Rondinelli 
does a thorough job of teaching tax theory. 
Once a student understands theory, real life 
application is easy.” 
Rondinelli describes the online class as 
a comprehensive, detailed online course that 
will show students how to complete federal 
income tax returns from start to finish. 
The class covers the following topics and 

more: 

e A thorough review of the US tax system 
and tax laws 

¢ Gross income and exclusions 

¢ Business Income and expenses 

¢ Tax deductions and tax credits 

e Preparation of federal forms 1040, 1040A 
and 1040EZ 

¢ Preparation of schedules A, B,C,D, E& F 

¢ Tax administration and tax planning 


CALE YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393 


+ 


CH 


YOUR LOCAL 





TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 


DEPENDABLE 


SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
Hampden Septic its Frame & “Picture Oboppe 


Pumping * Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections * Perc Tests 


966-2916 


Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy! 
Fully Insured - Family Owned 


New Fall Hours! 

Tuesday by appointment « Wed.-Fri. 10-5 
Sat. 9-2 « Closed Sun. & Mon. 
tis worth framing... Frame it ta last/ 
2378 Boston Rd., Wilbraham ¢ (413) 599-1854 
www.FrameandPictureShoppe.com 


“ 
% 
a% 


( [imevess 


FINE HOMEBUILDING AND DESIGN dy &en Hemingway 


LANDSCAPING 


ADVERTISE YOUR 


BUSINESS HERE ON 


Morrison 
Construction 





Benjamin Hemingway 
Owner/President 


413-695-3664 
Find us on: 
Ei facebook. 


www.TimelessHomesInc.net 


OMES INC, 


Wilbraham, MA 01095 TimelessHomes@Hotmail.com 


FLOORING 


Carrying A Complete Line of Flooring! 


e Ceramic Tile 
e Luxury Vinyl Tile 


THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 





C 


CUMMINGS 


REMODELING & FLOORING 


Since L977 


413-783-1101 © www.CummingsFloor.com 


A division of WeMow Landscaping, Inc. 
Water - Sewer - Septic - Excavation - 
Lawn Installations - Retaining Walls - Foundations 
Plantings - Screened Loam Delivered 


FREE Estimates - 413-289-2026/413-530-2567 


e Hardwood e Laminates 


Call for An Appointment 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371. 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 












A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***kxee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTE- 
NANCE Since 1982, Insured, Refer- 
encs, HIC#175887. Carpentry, Paint- 
ing, Roofing, Apartment Turnovers, 
Cleanups, Lawn Care, Fall Cleanup, 
Snow Removal, more. (413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servic- 
ing all brands of major appliances. 
Senior discounts available. Servic- 
ing all of western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone ac- 
vertising caring of children must list a 
license number to do so if they offer 
this service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN -_ ADDI- 
TIONS, service changes, small 
jobs for homeowners, fire alarms. 
Fast, dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates E280333. 24 
hour emergency service. (413)427- 
5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service chang- 
es/upgrades, generators, phone/ 
data wiring, smoke detectors. In- 
sured. Credit cards accepted. Li- 
cense #22882A (413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514- 
B Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 
Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





PN 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA Discover LI Cash Ld Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


ee 
mh 
zie 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 











Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


: $ 
Addathird ZONE ($5.00 
Subtotal = 


XNumber of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 















‘ELD 


BROOKF 


NORTH 
a 

& 

BROOKFIELD / 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


December 17, 2020 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








December 17, 2020 


assitieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 


fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


Le ig SS ce 
ST SERVIC 
CASH PAID AS is 
oy NS Bol wes >. 
ee et Dok = = 


$SSSSSSS$SS$S$ 
Get cash for as Is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 





Post your 
| job openings 
— in our 
oom classifieds. 


We get results! 


Turle yo 


ata Inc. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 





AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 








SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
The Town of Palmer is accepting ap- 
plications for Full Time Truck Driver - 
Laborer in the Department of Public 
Works Operations Division. We are 
seeking an experienced, self-motivat- 
ed individual with public works knowl- 
edge to become part of our operations 
division. A High School Diploma, 
Class B Massachusetts Driver's §Li- 
cense with airbrakes endorsement is 
required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 

rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


REAL ESTATE 





HOUSEMATE 
WANTED 


MATURE FEMALE bo share 2 bed- 
room home in Agawam with female 
owner. No pets. References $500.00 
month plus 1/2 utilities. (413)219-9744 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ey) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classitied 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 
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Monson Savings Bank encourages voting for 
their favorite charities 


MONSON — Monson _ Savings 
Bank is holding its annual Communi- 
ty Giving Initiative returns once again 
this November, giving the public the 
chance to choose who will receive 
contributions in early 2021. 

Monson — The season of giving 
is just around the corner, so it seems 
fitting that Monson Savings Bank is 
once again reaching out to the public, 
requesting they submit their votes for 
the 2021 Community Giving Initia- 
tive. 

For 11 years, Monson Savings 
Bank has been asking the communi- 
ty to help plan the bank’s community 
giving activities by inviting people to 
vote for the organizations they would 
like the bank to support during the up- 
coming year. All are welcome to par- 


ticipate and can cast their vote online 
at the Monson Savings Bank website. 

Votes may be cast at: https://www. 
monsonsavings.bank/connect/com- 
munity-giving.html. 

Voters may provide up to three 
names of organizations they would 
like the bank to donate to in 2021. The 
only requirement is that the organi- 
zations be designated a nonprofit and 
they are providing services in Hamp- 
den, Monson, Wilbraham, East Long- 
meadow or Ware.The voting ends on 
Dec. 31, at 3 p.m., and to be fair, the 
bank 1s requesting each person to only 
vote one time for their three organiza- 
tions. The bank pledges to support the 
top 10 vote getters and will announce 
who they are by the middle of January. 

Visitors to the voting page can also 


view a compiled list of organizations 
that the bank has already supported in 
previous years and previously nomi- 
nated organizations. 

“We get such positive reactions 
each year about the Community Giv- 
ing Initiative when we reach out to the 
public asking them for their valuable 
input,” said Steve Lowell, CEO of 
Monson Savings. “Monson Savings 
Bank donates over $150,000 to sup- 
port our communities and their mem- 
bers. By partnering with the communi- 
ty members themselves and gathering 
their input, we are able to ensure the 
organizations they most admire will 
be supported. It is a wonderful tradi- 
tion that we are happy to continue.” 


Return of ‘Buy, Give, Get’ to benefit veterans 


Ocean State Job Lot (OSJL), a 
privately-held, family-operated dis- 
count retail chain with 143 stores 
in New England, New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, is pleased 
to announce the return of its annual 
‘Buy, Give, Get’ program to benefit 
veterans in need. 

Through the program, which be- 
gan Oct. 29, any customer who buys 
a warm winter coat at OSJL for $40 
and gives it back to the store as a do- 
nation to veterans in need will get a 
$40 Crazy Deal Gift Card to be used 
for a future purchase online or at any 
Ocean State Job Lot store. 


During its last ‘Buy, Give, Get’ 
program in 2019, the Ocean State 
Job Lot Charitable Foundation do- 
nated more than 30,000 winter jack- 
ets to veterans. This year, approxi- 
mately 40,000 winter coats will be 
available for purchase to distribute 
to those in need through OSJL’s 
partner organizations. 

“What started out as a 600-coat 
test just a few years ago has blos- 
somed into one of the largest pro- 
grams of its kind serving veterans 
in need across the region,” said Da- 
vid Sarlitto, executive director of 
the Ocean State Job Lot Charitable 


Foundation. “Last year, our custom- 
ers helped us to donate warm winter 
coats to approximately 35,000 vet- 
erans, and we hope to exceed that 
this year.” 

The coats will be distributed 
at the conclusion of the program 
to veterans’ organizations in part- 
nership with a multi-state network 
of more than 50 veteran support 
agencies, organizations, assistance 
programs and action groups serving 
New England, New York, New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania. 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD20P2032GD 
In the matter of: 
Richard Kawa 
Of: Wilbraham, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Dept of Developmental 
Services of Springfield, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Richard Kawa 
is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Leslie 
DesRoberts of Longmeadow, 
MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond 
The petition asks the court 
to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority. 
You have the right to 


object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at th is court 
on or before 10:00 AM. on 
the return date of 
01/05/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 
IMPORT ANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: December 01, 2020 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/17/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD14P1742GD 
In the matter of: 
Richard Kawa 
Of: Wilbraham, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Incapacitated Person/ 
Protected Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR TERMINATION OF 
A GUARDIAN OF AN 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Dept of Developmental 
Services of Springfield, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
requesting that the court: 
Terminate 
Guardianship of 
Respondent 
The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that 
the Guardian and/or 
Conservator should be 
allowed to resign; or should 
be removed for good cause; or 
that the Guardianship and/or 
Conservatorship is no longer 
necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The 
original petition is on file with 
the court. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 


the 
the 


your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 01/05/2021. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make th 
is request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: December 01 , 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
12/17/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VAE—T pM YVAV AV VA ol Ul o}ifejaleojd(or-\-mael a (-\" Move) aag) 


FRIDAY 


WARE RIVER NEWS AT NOON 





Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 


1 


+> turleynews 
Ei TurleyPublications 
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hie, | Holida 


Featuring Certified Specia S$ 


f, 
neni ao Good | Through PAL IPZY 


and Waybest losed Christmas'Day 
43 SOMERS ROAD e HAMPDEN, MA e 566-8717 Grade A Chicken 


— USDA CHOICE BONELESS -——_ | Center Cut | Pork 


Sirloin Steak or New York Top Round Pork Chops | Tenderloins 
Spoon Roast Strip Steak | Stew Beef or Roast 





Standing Rib Roast 


a Se 4 


$7 99 
Ib 
Angus Beef at It’s Best! 


Steak Tips —_| Waybest Grade A | 95% Lean Boneless $4 4999 
Meatloaf Terlyakl Marinatedat |_| Boneless Chicken | Ground Rib Roast > Wd 


$h49 $399 $g°9 Breast Aa Sirloin $99 Triple M 


Budaball $4379 



































Ham 
Asparagus _ | Red Seediess | Eastern Shore | Brussel Grape 177 
Grapes Potatoes Sprouts Tomatoes ET 
5 Ib stuffed § 
$349 3949 ian 3969 3959 31 99 Pork Roast 
lb lb. each lb 00 ——————— 
Shrimp 31-40 ct. 
Raspberries or | Blueberries | Sweet Large Apple Cider Cooked, go 
Blackberries : Potatoes Pineapples || _ neverntd >7 
oz. pkg. 79 
sox pia. ea. 2° 99°. $989 3999 S Tnerarered 
Sw ks} 
: Imported Store Made Store Made pala ede polls I Db 2 
murkey | Ghicken | Krakus Seafood Fruit Stella Provolone |maidalbsihed 
Cheese 
$gs9 $799 Ham $ 38 Salad § Salad 349 $h99 SLO EL CH | 
lb Ib Ib. Pies 














Specials Good From Thursday, Dec. 17 - Thursday, Dec. 24, 2020 e Closed Dec. 25 Don’t Forget CIB Elst) me 
Hours: Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ¢ Closed Sunday Pa tea ee 4 8” and 10” Y 39 
www.villagefoodhampden.com ¢ 43 Somers Road, Hampden, MA e 566-8717 een Sy r-]a0/11¢ | a © cach 





% 
> — ¢€& y 4 


Simply Beadiful 


as 


GIFT CARDS 


CENTER SQUARE GRILL 


Give the gift of _ 1916-1/2 Wilbraham Rd. 
sunshine and relaxation! Springfield, MA 








413-782-0288 
Eastfield Mall Because It’s www.simplybeadiful.com 
F Health Wed. 11-3, Thurs. 11-7 
= yaar Rd. x j shes y | Fri. 11-3, Sat. 10-2, Sun 11-1 
www.donovanspub.com WAIST RO Oneorm id * HOM “ vf 
DEC 11-13 + DEC 18-2 k 
Unique Giits for the Gardener, Curls CISe | wa = 
Ces. _~= - “pe 
Plants, Gardening Tools, Statuary # ; a. ¥ * “Tf Lad 


Let Them Choose What They | 
Really Want with a GIFT CARD! 


www.16acresgardencenter.com 


Sixteen Acres ra cere Rd., on 


GARDEN CENTER Open Daily, Closed Christmas Faint 





Gift Card Promo 


through 12/24 
The cards can be bought in any $50 mn git cards = $5 for you 
Hairstyles for Men d ni da dihecete io lied $100 in gift cards = $10 for you 
2341 Boston Rd, Wilbraham enomination and there is no limit. $150 i ft ds = $15 f 
The Wilbraham Shops See ERE ASRS ors 
(413) 596-8144 


ee po the d ift 


Open Tues.-Sat. 
Call for 
an appointment 









70 Post Office Park Suite 7005 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 


413-596-0115 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 





